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ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a method for extracting copper in liquid-liquid solvent
extraction from aqueous solutions with a high sulphate content, by raising the
viscosity of the extraction solution and by dispersing the aqueous solution into
drops, achieving a dense drop aggregation. The viscosity of the extraction
solution may be raised either by increasing the content of the actual
extractant, the extraction reagent, in the extraction solution or by using a
diluting agent with a higher viscosity than that of the diluting agent normally
used. By raising the viscosity of the extraction solution the mixing durability of
the extraction dispersion can be increased and resulting of that the amount of
residual drops is decreased. Other advantages are that the extraction solution
flow of the extraction process decreases in relation to the flow of the aqueous
solution acting- as the copper source and:that the . size of the extraction

equipment needed is reduced.
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